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Accompanvmg

An Art and Glfl:i

I

Iandon Ronsald, well known as eom-!
ductor and composer and now prinel- |

pal of the Guildhall School of Musle,
& recent article in “The London
Daily Telegraph” claims that, whils
necompanying is & very great art and
a very grest gift, it is the least undem

stood or appreciated hy the publie,
“Twenty yeara ago,” says Mr, Ronald,
“for some unknown reason, the accom-

panist disliked to be called an accom-

sanist, and was announced five times
vut of six 88 ‘conductor) To-day,
from some cqually mysterions cause,

the accompanist is unmmnmd on & pro-
gramme as ‘st the piane, which would
be more applicable, surely, to the music
atooll However, it matters little really
what he be called or how he be ‘billed.’
The fact remains that the public never
properly sappreciatez his art, which is
somewhat Farl to account for, con-
sidering tha. he must work just as
Aard and must be just as gifted as an
nstrumentalist, A vocalist, a conducter
ar & COmposer.

“To accompuny really well It is neec-
sssary to ba an exesllent pianist, to
read at sight as easily aa the ordinary
ndividua! can read a novel, to trans-
pese any nnd everything, to be an all-
sround good muoslcian and, ahove ull,
to possess the.indefinable gift of sup-
porting a performer without drgwning
him, of breathing with the singer, of
‘ollowing the slightest nuance of the
imstrumentalist!  All theae things and
many others are actually cssential to
the making of a great sccompanist, and,
as will be ensily imagined, they arg
not gained without rauch hard work,
study and experience, added to which
natural talent is indispensable, Why, |
then, should un accompanist, having
nttained these l.hmf.: 2, be the last per- |
son noticed, receive no ack n-nvh-tlgment'
whatsoever in the shape of public ap- |
vlauae, and, as oftern as not, he passed |
over in the eriticisins of & concert or |
be summarily dismisded with ‘Mr, X,
accompanied’?

“As so many amateurs and profes-
sionnls knew to their cost, It lies with-
in the power of this ‘Mr. X." to ruin
the greatest prima donna’s guccess by
n little inattention or by incupubility.
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I maintain that the gift to accompany
15 just as great a gift as a volce, and
ia just as rare—in fact, tarer. Cer-
tain it is that there are far more
good vocalists and instrumentalists be-
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Many of my readers must re-
back

notice.
member that a score of years

panist is to-day. Gradually his turn
came for proper upprec:atlon ang ac-
knowledgment, and then it was that
the members of the orchestra were
assed over without notice.
g‘Voad was one of the first conductora
In this country to insist on the entire
orchestra sharing the np]lﬂnuqe with

him =after any pnrtlcula ¥ brilliant
work. This is aa it should be. Every
man that is befors a public has the

to pass it over. 1 mnever believe in

he eares naught for it

“Looking down the different branches
of the art of musie, one finds that the
accompanist is the only member of the
profession, nctweiy engaged before the
ublie, who
ﬁ:n applause. A composer can bow
his acknowledgment after » first per-
formance of hia work if he cares to do
so. The voealist and inatrumentalist

and, ss I have said, even the members |

to-day. :
*] remember Edward Terry in Pi-

eontinually to reiterate a phrase that
| went 'Blame, blame, blame! but praise?
{ Oh desr no!' And sorely these words
are applicable to the lot of the accom-
paniat. It may be said that I am ex-
| aggerating the case and that names
| sdch as Hamilton Harty, 8. Liddle, F.
| A. Sewell, Charlton Kaith, Hargld Crax-
| ton and several others are well known
| alike to artista and the publie. But 1
| would point out at once that nearly gll
| these men have made names outside
their accompanying—one as a conduct- |
| or, another a8 a song writer, another

|
who are not mctually entertaining them |
or brought prominently under their

the condgctoer of ;m horchtc;stm was |
ht no more of than the secom- |
e | the public.

Sir Henry |

right to expect that public to acknowl- |
edge his work or condemn it, as they |
may think fit, but most certainly not |

those superior people who maintain |
that they scoff at pub]lc applause. |
Every artist lovea it in his heart, and |
it iz only the humbug who declares that

is deprived of receiving |

have often more than they deserve, |

of an orchestra come in for their share |

| nero’s comedy ‘Sweet Lavender,’ having

as a pianist, and so on and so on. I have
in my mind's eye one or two young
people who mre expert accompanists,
and nothing else, They are known to
the profession, but to all intents and
purposes have never been heard of hy
And unless they deyelo
talent for composing or conduct ng.
their light is likely to be hidden under
a bushel until the moment arrives when
hoth the public and the critica show a
proper appreciation of their worth.
There is no use in further laboring the
point.”
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ADVERTISEMENT

fore the public than there are sccom-
panists, But what inducements are
held out to the average voung musi-|
cian to turn his attention to this all
important branch of tha art? If he

very limited possibilities there are of

notice or cares sbout the accompanist,
unless he be wvery bad? If he cares
for public applause—and let it be re-

rewards given to any artist for his|
labors—he will get none of it! If he
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be ambitious, he knows full well the|

becoming fantous, because who takes |

membered that this is one of the chief |
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would make money-—an inborn desire
to be found In most of us—he knows
full well that his fee would never be
| bigger than that paid to a second rate
instrumentalist or vocaliat, not evep if
he elimbs to the top of the ladder,
“Considering that he has the hard-
est work of anybody at a concert, that
more often than not he has had the
entire preparation of the programme,
and, further, that he may very possibly
have had to rehesrse with sall the art-
ists separately at.their houses, the pay-
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Those things which come to us with little effort seldom
give lasting benefits,

But those which are the result of thought, work or
sacrifice bring the pleasure of accomplishment, char-
acter building, and are permanent.

More than half the real enjoyment of music comes
from the accomplishment required to produce it,

The person who plays the piano develops character,
no matter how unconsciously it may be done, as well
as getting the pleasure of music. The

STERLING

PLAYER PIANO

while easily mastered by any one, whether a musician or
not, gives endless scope for the careful study of music,
The accomplishment comes by putting your own indi-
wdua!lly into the music you play.

It is pleasure in the doing—for the more you study an
author's music the more permanent enjoyment and
good to yourself and hearers.

It is one of the very highest accomplishments to operate
a Stcrlmg Playerpiano, an accomplishment any one
can acquire, whether an‘educated musician or not.
Our prices are moderate and represent established
value.
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